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w» YOU ASSIMILATED 

THE LESSON PER- 

FECTLY. IT'S CLEAR- 

LY IN YOUR 
BLOOD! 


REALLY? ... YOU'VE FINISHED 
YOUR EXERCISE ALREADY, [= 
ANIEL?! ARE YOU CERTAIN 


WE'RE ALMOST AT 
THE PORT OF SAIDA, 
MAGON. WE MUST 

GET READY. 


BOHR IS RIGHT. GO 


ANO GATHER YOUR 4 


THINGS, MY 
BOY. 


REMINO OUR COMPAN- 


IONS THAT WE MUST BE )- 


DISCREET. THIS PORT 


yy) HAS BEEN ANEST OF 
y) SPIES SINCE THE [@ 


OAWN OF TIME ... 


PSSST! CAPTAIN! 
A WORD. | HAVE A 
FEW QUESTIONS 


WHAT'S 


YOU SAID THOSE RED MAGES 
CONDEMNED MJY FIVE-YEAR-OLD 
SON TO DEATH?!* WHY WOULD 
HIM SO MUCH? SPEAK! 


I’M NOT PAYING 

YOU TO CHIT-CHAT BUT TO 
WATCH THE BANKS. ALSO, 
ISSAK THE MERCHANT IS 
COUGHING HIS LUNGS UP 
». GET A MOVE ON! 


YOU SUST WATCH THE 
BANKS FROM THE BOW. I’LL 
HANOLE THE REST... 


OH, FEAR NOT. THAT 
‘DEATH’ WILL BE BUT A 


EXCEPTIONAL DESTINY 
THE REO MAGES HAVE 
IN STORE FOR HIM. 


THANKS, PETROV. 
YOU'RE A GOOD 
GIRL, LEHLA. 


GOOD. THIS STORY TAKES US BACK TO 
THE TRAGIC EVENTS THAT FORCED THE 
LEADER OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF RED 
MAGES TO FLEE HIS HOME CITY OF 
\| BAG DADH, SOME 30 YEARS AGO. 


*SEE PREVIOUS VOLUME THE BLADE SHIP. 


‘BAG DADH’ MEANS ‘CITY OF THE EAGLE’ 
IN YOUR TONGUE. FOR ANYONE WHO HAS 
NEVER SEEN IT, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE 
ITS BEAUTY AND POWER. HOW SPLENDIO ITS 
ARCHITECTURE IS, HOW RICH ITS CULTURE, HOW 
BUSY ITS STREETS ... IT 1S THE GREATEST AND 
FAIREST CITY IN THE CIVILISED WORLD. 


Wy, 


EVERY DAY, OVER A MILLION PEOPLE 
TREAD ITS PAVED ALLEYWAYS. ITS | 
INHABITANTS MINGLE WITH THE TRADERS 
WHO COME TO SELL THEM THE MOST 
PRECIOUS GOODS FROM SAMARKAND 
ANO THE DISTANT ORIENT. THERE YOU 
CAN BUY PRECIOUS WOODS FROM 
AFRICA AS WELL AS FURS AND AMBER 
FROM THE NORTHLANOS. CARAVANS 


{ LEAVE LOADED WITH OUR FABRICS, OUR 


GLASS AND METAL WARES... 


beheain tt 


LET'S GET BACK TO | 
THE REO MAGES, 5 ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THEY 
THOUGH ... f l APPEARED AT THE SAME TIME 
}{ AS THE CITY OF BAG DADH. 
THEIR FIRST GRANOMASTER 
WAS A YOUNG SHEPHERD TO 
WHOM THE KING OF THE OdI- 
HINS HIMSELF HAD GIVEN 
THE GREAT BOOK .... 


roe ae 


.. SOTHATHE COULD |% YOUNG SHEPHERD FOUND : HEY WERE SOON MUCH 
TH SOME DISCIPLES ANO GATHERED \ee™ Tt 
ne ee THEM IN AN OLO FORTRESS, ee eer 


Se LPAYRIR FOR THEY HEALED THE 
SERVICE OF THE cy Joee= { WHERE HE TRAINED THEM 1) POOREST FOR FREE 


THE CALIPH WOULD I RE MAGIC. 
BOON ERECT. es ; 


Ba 


»» ANO DEFENDED THE 
SLAVES AGAINST THE ABUSES 
OF THE CALIPH’S SOLDIERS. 


THROUGH THE CENTURIES, CALIPH 
SUCCEEDED CALIPH, AND NONE 
EVER DARED TO DEFY ANY OF 
THE GRANOMASTERS, TO THE 
FLOURISHING CITY’S BENEFIT. 


FORGIVE ME, SALUMA, BUT 

PETROV WARNED ME: WE’RE 

ARRIVING AT KONOTORSK, THE 

LAST STOP FOR BLADE SHIPS. 

I'LL BE BACK AFTER WE DOCK. 
7 Ci 


$0, YOU WERE SAYING THAT 

THE REO MAGES HAD KEPT 

THE PEACE IN BAG DADH 
FOR CENTURIES ... 


JJ 
« UNTIL THE TRAGEDY 

THAT CONCERNS YOU 

_] STRUCK THE CURRENT CA- 
{ LIPH, THE BROTHERHOOD 
w» ANO THE ENTIRE CITY. 


Til __ HERE, CAPTAIN. 
{ THIS SHOULD COVER 
) THE PRICE OF OUR 
TRAVELLING WITH YOU 
_TO NOVGHOREV! 


CALIPH AHMED AL WALUD 
WAS IN THE PRIME OF HIS LIFE AND 
DEEPLY IN LOVE WITH HIS FIRST WIFE, 

SHEREEN. ALAS, SHE COULON’T 
SEEM TO GIVE HIM AN HEIR. 


THE ENEMIES OF THE CALIPHATE REJOICED THE RULER RESIGNEO HIMSELF TO Yume. SHEREEN KNEW 
AT THIS LACK OF AN HEIR, AND SO THE MARRY YOUNG SABIRAH ... WHO THAT THE ARRIVAL OF 
GRANO WASIR ENDEAVOURED TO CONVINCE | QUICKLY GAVE HIM THE LONG- THE HEIR MIGHT FORCE 
THE CALIPH TO TAKE A SECONO WIFE. = / \ AWAITEO HEIR, PRINCE RAFAT. 13] THE CALIPH TO SET 


HER ASIOE ... 


SHE CONFIDED HER FEARS TO 
SHAGADE, HER CONFIDANTE AND 2 
FIRST CONCUBINE OF THE HAREM... 


w» WHO ASKED FOR ADVICE 
FROM THE WISE PALACE 
SCHOLAR ABOEL EL HAL. 


THE TEACHER TOLD HER HE é , » a 
aay Ue A aaerce cee : a i BROUGHT INTO THE REO 
El : : . aN MAGES’ FORTRESS. 
MAGIC. PERHAPS SHEREEN ” : : " ‘ ’ a roe emer - 
COULD ASK HIM FOR ADVICE ... i ; ‘ 


THAT 
FORTRESS ... 
00 YOU KNOW 
WHERE IT ISP, 


OF COURSE. A LITTLE MORE 
PATIENCE, THORGAL. WAIT 
FOR THE ENO OF THE STORY. 


KAHILIM MADE AN UN- 
{| EXPECTED PROPOSAL. 


INDEED, | CAN 
HELP YOU. THERE 
IS A CONDITION, 

THOUGH ... 


YOU WILL ORINK THIS. IN NINE MONTHS 

YOU WILL GIVE BIRTH — WITH NO WIT- SHEREEN AGREED. 
NESSES. YOUR LADY-IN-WAITING WILL SHE RETURNED 
BRING ME THE FIRSTBORN. YOU TO THE PALACE 
WILL KNOW HIM BY THE REO, —_~ OISCREETLY ... 
GLINT IN HIS EYES ... a” 


We owt by 
SOON SHEREEN’S BEAUTIFUL, 
ROUNO BELLY FILLED THE EYES fe 
OF THE CALIPH WITH HAPPINESS 


.. BEFORE GOING TO TELL HER 
| | HUSBAND THAT, THANKS TO REO MAGIC, 
ms] SHE WOULD FINALLY GIVE HIM WHAT J 
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A A Sane Fp / e fy » ANO SABIRAH’S 
Gh : TR as ‘ | WITH PURE HATRED. 
Fi cab ‘ ee F ~< 


SINCE THE ORIGINS OF OUR ORDER, THE 

GRANOMASTERS HAVE REPRODUCED BY 

GIVING A RANOOM WOMAN FROM THE 

PEOPLE OF BAG DADH TWIN CHILOREN 
ANO TAKING ONE OF THEM. 


| WHERE SHE PROMPTLY 
SWALLOWED THE CON- ¢ 
TENTS OF THE PHIAL.... 


GET RIO OF MOTHER ANO ) 
CHILO FOR ME ... ANO | WILL 
GIVE YOU BAG DADH. 


ONLY BAG 


OAOHP .... 


= IF SHE WANTS pay IT OOESNT MATTER. I'VE AL- 
NO DOUBT SABIRAH AND SHAGADE! SEND ALL By READY GIVEN THE COOK THE 
THE WASIR ARRANGED THE SERVANTS AWAY. INGREDIENTS FOR HER FIRST 
EVERYTHING THAT ONLY YOU MUST REMAIN : 1p | isa AS ANEW pects 
FOLLOWED. BY MY SIDE. = ‘eat 


SOON BEFORE THE BIRTH, 
THE GRAND WASIR HAD 
CONVINCED THE CALIPH |! 
TO GO ON AN IMPORTANT 
DIPLOMATIC MISSION 
TO A NEIGHBOURING 
EMPEROR. 
arn 


OBVIOUSLY, SHAGADE DION’T 
TELL THEM WHO SHE WAS — LET 
fe] ALONE WHO THE CHILO WAS... 
OR HER DESTINATION. 


F AS AGREED WITH 

 KAHILIM, SHAGADE HURRIEOLY 

lm WRAPPED THE FIRSTBORN IN 
LINEN ANO LEFT TO BRING 


HIM TO THE REO MAGES ... Mg 


.» BUT HER PATH CROSSED 
THAT OF SOME OF THE 
SULTAN'S SLAVERS. 


A NEWBORN ... IN 
PRISON?! WHO IS 
THIS SULTAN?’ ... 


CONVINCED THEY'D HAPPENED 
UPON AN UNMARRIED MOTHER 
4 FLEEING HER FAMILY, THE HUNTERS 
TOOK SHAGADE ANO THE CHILD TO 
| SULTAN IBNAICHA'S SLAVE CAMP. 


WITH YOUR PERMISSION, I'LL TELL 
YOU ALL ABOUT THAT MAN TOMOR- 
ROW. I'M STARVING ANO EXHAUSTED 
w ANO WE HAVE PLENTY OF TIME 

BEFORE WE REACH BAG DADH. 
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BAD NEWS, MAGON! NO GUIDES 
AVAILABLE FOR A DAY OR TWO! (RS 


@Y ALL THE SPELLS IN) THE 
ORIENT ANDO OccIDENT! \ PARIS! ho — 
WHAT ROTTEN LUCK WE'RE gle : ¢ LL CONTINUE 
HAVING ..GO AND TELL day, u/s 4 = PREPARING THE 


MASTER. 


I'M PROUD OF YOU, ANIEL. | WAS 
AFRAIO YOU WOULON’T UNDER- 
STANO, OR WOULON'T ACCEPT THE 
SACRIFICE WE FORCED ON YOU... 


MY MOTHER ABANDONED ME 
ANO, THOUGH | RESPECT HIM, 
| BARELY KNOW THORGAL. 
YOU TAKE AN INTEREST IN ME. 
| LOVE LEARNING ALL THE 
THINGS YOU TEACH ME. 


THAT'S GOOD, MY BOY. SOME- \ jy 
DAY YOU WILL BE MY MASTER AGAIN 

wm ANO THEN YOU'LL BE THE ONE (~ 
MUCH. 


Zi 
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HO THERE, STRANGER! a : _ _ 
OON'T YOU KNOW YOU NEED ay Meet | HAVE NEITHER 
TO PAY A TAX TO ENTER THIS Jee } ! MONES ... NOR TIME 

NEIGHBOURHOOO?P ag } \ FOR YOU. LET ME 
my) Wits of) PASS. 


NO TIME FOR... ? 
HA! HA! HA! YOU'VE 
GOT GUTS, RUMI! 


HELP Me! 
ICANT See! J) 
ANUTHING! 


BR 


*ARABIC WORD USED TO REFER TO ALL CHRISTIANS ANO/OR EUROPEANS 


“| YOU WERE GOING TO THE VILEST 
TELL ME ABOUT THIS OF MEN. 
Su air IBNA- 


WHEN THE CALIPH RETURNED TO 

~ BAG DADH, IT WAS ONLY TO BE 

WY) TOLO THAT HIS WIFE HAD OIEO IN 
|) CHILOBIRTH ANDO THAT HIS NEWBORN 


SON HAON'T SURVIVED EITHER. TO ff { 


SA MAKE IT WORSE, HIS FIRST CONCH- 
"DS BINE SHAZADE HAD VANISHED. 
a 


Se 
THE GRANO WASIR REMINDED THE CALIPH 
THAT SHEREEN HAD SOUGHT HELP FROM 
THE RED MAGES. ACCORDING TO THE 
») PALACE DOCTOR, THE CONTENTS OF THE 
PHIAL THEY’D GIVEN HER COULD HAVE 
LED TO HER SUSPICIOUS DEATH ... 


HE IS A DIRECT NEIGHBOUR OF THE CALIPH’S 
ANDO MAINTAINED — PROBABLY STILL OOES — 
AGIGANTIC SLAVE CAMP. WITH THE COMPLICITY 
OF THE GRAND WASIR, THE SULTANATE PRO- 
VIDOES THE MANPOWER NEEDED FOR BAG 
DAOH’S CONSTRUCTION PROSECTS 


BLINDED BY GRIEF, THE CALIPH 
ORDERED HIS ARMY TO STAND READY. 
ON THE MORROW, THE SOLDIERS 
WOULD EXECUTE THOSE ACCURSED 
REO MAGES TO THE LAST MAN. 


Fe ‘ae 


; WANTING TO PRESERVE THE 
ANCIENT RELATIONS BETWEEN |. 
_) CITY ANO BROTHERHOOD, 
SCHOLAR EL HAL 
DECIDED TO ACT. 


(HE WARNED KAHILIM 
OF THE IMPENDING ye 
DANGER, 
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[WILL GO NORTH. AS KAHANIEL OF Y 
VALNOR, | WILL REBUILD AN EVEN 
MORE POWERFUL BROTHERHOOD J 

ANO GIVE THE CALIPH TIME TO 
COME TO HIS SENSES. 


a 

BUT, WHETHER IN) MY ORIGINAL 
FORM OR A REINCARNATED 
ONE, | WILL RETURN, ABDEL 
EL HAL. | SWEAR IT TO YOU. 


IT IS SAIO THAT, LATER 
ON, CONSUMED BY HIS 
DESIRE FOR REVENGE 
ANO HIS NEEO FOR POWER, 
KAHILIM OREW THE IRE 
OF THE NORTHERN 
GODS ... AND NEVER 
RETURNED. 


IF YOUR SON WAS KIONAPPED BY 
THE REO MAGES TO BE BROUGHT 
TO BAG DADH, IT CAN BE FOR 
ONE REASON ONLY: HIS BODY IS 
A VESSEL FOR KAHILIM ... WHO 
WILL HAVE TO KILL HIS HOST TO 
REINCARNATE IN HIM! 


$0, EVERYTHING THAT 
4 MAHARA THE WITCH TOLD 
MY WIFE WAS TRUE ...* 


HOW 00 YOU SOON AFTER MY MOTHER'S, IT 

KNOW ALL THIS, WAS THE TURN OF ABDEL EL HAL 
SALUMA?P. THE SCHOLAR TO BE IMPRISONED. 

YEARS PASSED ... EVENTUALLY, 
THEY TOLD ME THE STORY, THERE 
IN THE SLAVE CAMP WHERE | 
GREW UP ALONGSIDE IBISSAN, 
THE CALIPH’S SON MY MOTHER 
SAVED. 


THAT'S EASY. ONE DAY, LIKE 
MANY OF THE OTHER FEMALE 
PRISONERS OF THE CAMP, } 
YOUNG SHAGADE WAS RAPED ¥ 
BY SULTAN IBNAICHA. SHE BE- | 
CAME PREGNANT ... WITH ME. 


SEE VOL. 221, JOLAN. 
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ONE DAY | WAS 
TAKEN TO THE CA- is 
LIPH’S HAREM AS A 

MERE SERVANT. 


TO ESCAPE, BUT | WAS CAUGHT 
BY A SLAVER AND ENDED UP 
PART OF IUROV THE SLAVE 
MERCHANT'S INVENTORY. 


BUT | UNDERSTAND. YOU 
OO NOT BELIEVE THIS 
CONCERNS YOU. TO A 
FATHER, HIS SON'S LIFE 
MUST BE WORTH AN ENTIRE 
CITY'S SUFFERING .... 


FF 


{ [WAS SUBJECTED TO THE TYRANNY OF } 
| SABIRAH, WHO HAD BECOME FIRST WIFE, 

|| ANO DISCOVERED THAT THE CALIPH’S 

7\ MINO WAS LOCKED IN DARK THOUGHTS 


BECAUSE UNLESS YOUR SON 
IS REBORN AS KAHILIM ... 
WHO WILL RESCUE BAG DADH 
FROM ITS OPPRESSORS? 


OF COURSE. 
WHY DO YOU 
\ EVEN ASK? 


Ei 
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ENJOY THIS NIGHT ON SOLID 
GROUND, ANIEL. TOMORROW | 
WE BOARD ANOTHER SHIP ... 


HMM ... ONLY HAVE A 


FEW HOURS — AND 
CHOICE — LEFT... 


ITTLE 


YOU KNOW THE RULE, THOUGH: 
EVERY NIGHT YOU MUST READ 
AT LEAST ONE CHAPTER BEFORE 
GOING TO BED. THERE IS NO 
OTHER WAY TO PREPARE YOUR- 
SELF; YOU KNOW THAT. 


MUKAKI! COME WITH 
ME. | HAVE WORK FOR 
YOUR BIG CARCASS. 


SEE, ANIEL? | WASN'T LYING 
— WELCOME ABOARD YOUR \ 
Sa aar Pacey 
IGHT — I 
PITCHES LIKE A WOODEN ONE! THEY'LL BE TAKING THE SINJAH 
ROAD. WE'LL WAIT FOR THEM 
BEFORE THE OASIS. YALLAK/* 


*LET'S GO! 
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BY ALL THE ) 
\ OSI-HINSI A 


QUICKSANO! NO-0-O! 
| DON'T WANT 
TO! i OON’'T 
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YOU CAN COME TO 
ME NOW, MY BOY. 
_ \ THE DANGER HAS /— | LET'S GO, GUIDE. NOTH- 
>, PASSED. eae i ING'S HAPPENED. AT ALL. 
IS THAT UNDERSTOODP, 


OON’T MOVE, 
ANIEL! EVERY- 
THING IS FINE. 
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PLEASE, THORGAL! \winmninengnyeinenes 
OON’T SEND ME 

AWAY! | WANT TO 
STAY WITH YOU. 


| TOLD YOU WHAT SALUMA 
EXPLAINED. THOSE RED 

MAGES WILL NOT HESITATE 
TO ELIMINATE ANYONE WHO We 
GETS IN THEIR WAY. IT'S MUCH 
TOO DANGEROUS — 


BUT TRAVELLING 
BACK NORTH PAST ALL 
THE SLAVERS ISN'T 
OANGEROUS? TELL 
HIM, PETROV! 


UH ... SHE'S NOT WRONG. 
IT'S A TERRIBLY RISKY 
TRIP FOR A GIRL ALONE 
— ESPECIALLY ONE AS 

PRETTY AS THIS ONE. 


| SHOULD HAVE MADE ( ] _/ I'S ISSAK. HE’S IN A BAD \7 
YOU GET OFF WITH IUROV ’ ) WAY. HE'S DICTATING HIS 
THE MERCHANT! YOU ( Was Vi WILL TO THE CAPTAIN ANO 
’ ‘ ’ WANTS TO SPEAK TO YOU 
AFTERWARDS — ALONE ... 


J py 


erases 
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THERE'S NO 
Hl HOPE FOR 


iy TAS a g= 

7 NO. HIS COUGHING HAS 
ONLY GROWN WORSE. | 
SAW HIS END IN HIS EYES 


I 
PROMISE 
yOu. 


HE COULON'T WAIT TO 
SEE HIS FAMILY AGAIN 
IN BAG DAOH ... LIFE 
IS HFA. 


THAT'S FATE, LITTLE GIRL. \ 
HUNOREOS OF MERCHANTS 


EVER SINCE THORGAL RESCUED 
US FROM SLAVERY, THAT WOMAN 
SEEMS TO HAVE PUT A SPELL ON 
HIM! WHAT 00 YOU THINK 
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SWEETLING, ONE 
OF MASTER PETROV'S 
GOLDEN RULES IS TO 


Z NEVER TELL A WOMAN 
2 WHAT HE THINKS OF 


ANOTHER WOMAN. 


| GAVE HIM MY WORD THAT, 00 YOU HAVE 

SINCE | WAS HEADING TO ENOUGH TO PAY FOR THE 

BAG DADH, | WOULD TAKE EXPENSES OF YOUR TRIP 

HIS GOOOS THERE AND fg WITH WHAT YOU'VE KEPT 

DELIVER THEM TO HIS WIFE. Jai FROM KING GUSTAV- Jou, 
, P SON'S CHEST? 


BECAUSE IF | WERE 
YOU, WHAT WITH ALL THAT 
MERCHANDISE AND TWO 
WOMEN TO PROTECT, |’0 
HIRE A GUARD. AS IT HAP- 


PENS, I'M TIRED OF THE 
COLD, $0 | COULD... 


I'M OELIGHTEO WITH PERFECT! I'LL GO 
YOUR OFFER, PETROV. ANO FETCH OUR 
YOU'RE HIRED! TWO LADIES! 


I'M RELYING ON YOU \P : me TELL ME, CAPTAIN, 
TO PROVIDE HIM A FU- \} t=” 3 WHERE ARE IUROV’S 


EI , SLAVES? ANO WHO WERE 
: TOMS GODS. 7 } THOSE TRAVELLERS? 


\S” _ ITWILL BE DONE. AS 

HE WANTED, HIS GOODS 

ARE YOURS. THEY'LL BE 

WAITING FOR YOU ON THE 

SHIP TO SAIDA. MAKE 
SURE YOU'RE ON IT. faa 
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THIS WAY, YOU LOT! IF 
YOU WANT ON MY SHIP, 
YOU PAY IN ADVANCE — 
ANO THERE'S NO REFUND 
IF [HAVE TO THROW YOU 
OVERBOARD FOR 
INSUBOROINATION! 


YOU WON'T MINO OF COURSE NOT, LITTLE 
IF | SLEEP NEXT TO BIRO! I'LL WATCH OVER 
YOU, PETROV? |... YOU AS IF IO HATCHED 


YOU MYSELF! HA! HA! 


24 


biden 
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HUH? WHY THE 
iW LONG FACE? ARE 
Lt YOu WORRIEO 


ABOUT HIM ... SE 
ANO MY OTHER |W) 
CHILOREN ... AND 
THEIR MOTHER, | 
OF COURSE. 


BY THE GODS! | SUST 
SAIO ‘THEIR MOTHER’ 
WHEN SPEAKING OF AA- 


RICIA. ONCE I WOULD HAVE 


SAIO ‘MY BELOVED’ ... 


HA! THAT'S NORMAL, 

] FRIEND. TIME FLIES, 

ANO THEN IT’S LIKE 
THAT, YOU KNOW 
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KNOW. I'VE NEVER THOUGHT THIS 
WAY BEFORE. OF ALL THE TRIALS 
THE GOOS HAVE IMPOSED ON ME, 
| ASSURE YOU THIS ONE PROBABLY 

SCARES ME THE MOST. 


HEY! WHAT'S { : . GOOD GRIEF ... 
WITH YOU, PRETTY ile V | . LOOKS LIKE THE 
BIRO? j ii \ (GODS ARE FAR FROM 
OONE TESTING 
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HMM ... 80 THESE, 
TOO, ARE HEADING 
FOR THE PORT OF 
SAIDA ... AND BAG 
OADH? IF | SEND A 
MESSAGE NOW... YES! 
THERE'S STILL TIME. 


THE 
DESCRIPTION 
WAS PERFECT. 
IT’S THEM. 
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SAIDA IS YOUR 
OOMAIN, NOBLE BLUE 
SIMOOM. ONCE AGAIN 

| MUST ASK A HEROIC 
EFFORT OF YOU... 


THORGAL! 


HELP! 


HELLO, MY a Lh nl 
PES IF YOU NEED 


GUIDES, NO ONE | 


KNOWS THE PORT 
Benen een WE 


\ THAT'S NICE OF YOU 

| TO OFFER, BOYS, BUT 
THE YOUNG LADY 
DOESN'T REQUIRE 


YOUR SERVICES. WA 
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ae 


RUMI! HERE, IF A 


GIRL WALKS AROUNO Ve 


WEARING ALLURING 


| CLOTHES, IT MEANS 


SHE'S THERE FOR 
THE TAKING. 


THAT'S THE 
RULE AROUND 
THE PORT, ANO 
IT GOES FOR 
EVERYONE. 


NO! THEY'RE TOO [ee 


KAL WAOHO WA 
TIN TAHM/ GET LOST, 
YOU LITTLE THUGS! 


FAR! YOU MIGHT HIT 
HLA 


LEHLA! 
GET DOWN! 


Vy IFICATCH YOU MESS- 
J) ING WITH MY BUSINESS 
AGAIN, I'LL RIP YOUR 
Z BALLS OFF! 


| ASSURE YOU, SID", Ne 
HX THIS IS USUALLY A | 


ANY TROUBLE, 
| SWEAR. 


O COMMANDER 
OF THE FAITHFUL, 
THE GRANO WASIR 

REQUESTS AN 
AUDIENCE. 


*A MASCULINE TITLE OF RESPECT — EQUIVALENT TO ‘MY MASTER’ OR ‘MISTER’ DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES 
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A HAPPY COINCIDENCE, ¥ THE OLD ONE WAS 

IORISS BIN HOFAAR. ‘ GETTING TOO OLD, LIGHT 

| WANTED TO ASK YOU OF LIGHTS. | FEAREO THAT 

WHY YOU SENT ME YET SOME FOOD HARMFUL TO WASIR? | AM SO 

ANOTHER NEW DISH YOUR HEALTH MIGHT SLIP WEARY. 
TASTER. PAST HIS TOUGHENED =~ 


INSIDES. 


THAT'S GOOD. 
THE PEOPLE 
\\ MUSTN'T SUFFER 
FROM MY OWN, 
GRIEF. 


LEAVE ME, NOW. 
IT'S TIME FOR ME 
TO PRAY FOR MY 
BELOVED DEAD... 


= lee 
A MESSAGE FROM 
y] EMPEROR MAGNUS. HEIS | 


THERE ARE ALSO A FEW 
SMALL TAXES TO APPROVE 
— THEIR REVENUE IS TO 
BE REDISTRIBUTED TO THE 
POOREST. 
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WELL? DOES HE YI FEAR NOT, JABIRAH ... ONCE AGAIN NOW YOU MUST 
STILL NOT SUSPECT | HAVE CONVINCED YOUR HUSBAND EXCUSE ME. AN 
ANYTHING ABOUT THAT | CHANGE HIS TASTERS FOR HIS Soe URGENT MATTER 
THE DEATHS OF OWN GOOD, THIS WAY, THE POISON AWAITS ME. | WILL 
HIS TASTERS? WILL KEEP HIM LANGUISHING IN SEE YOU 
‘< MELANCHOLY ... AND SIGNING 


a TONIGHT ... 
EVERYTHING ITELL HIM TO. j ‘ 


GREETINGS TO YOU. SULTAN 
IBNAICHA KNOWS | 00 NOT LIKE 
HIS MESSENGERS TO COME TO 

THE PALACE THIS WAU! | HOPE 


THIS IS IMPORTANT! 
HE AWAITS, 


GRANO WASIR. 


SUOGE FOR YOUR- 
Se| SELF — HERE'S 
THE LAST REPORT 
] FROM MY MAS- 
TER’S SPIES. 


REO MAGES FROM THE | ‘ A SUFFICIENTLY 
NORTH ... COMING WITH A CHILOI? [~~ . x IMPORTANT ONE THAT 
» FOLLOWED BY A VIKING ... WHO 1] ws | MY MASTER THOUGHT 

SEEMS TO BE THE CHILD'S { ¥ YOU SHOULD BE 
FATHER?! WHAT FAIRY ei ‘ \ INFORMED. 
~ TALE IS THIS? | : ‘ 
+) 


HERE’S HALF, ALAD. PERFECT, S/0/ THORGAL. 
YOU'LL GET THE LET'S HURRY NOW. WE 
REST IN BAG DADH HAVE TO SOIN THE REST 
AS AGREED. OF THE CARAVAN BEFORE 
r " THE SUN IS TOO HIGH 
IN THE SKY. IT’S 
BETTER FOR 
RYM .. 


OON’'T WORRY, PRETTY 

GAZELLE. | CHOSE AN 

OBEDIENT CAMEL FOR 

YOU — ANO IT KNOWS 
I’M WATCHING IT! 
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IT'S THE HABOOB! \ 
WE HAVE TO TAKE 
SHELTER! QUICKLY! 


BY ALL THE DEMONS, 
THAT STUPIO LITTLE 

WINO IS PUSHING SAND 
ALL THE WAY TO THE 


BACK OF MY NOSE! | OON’T THINK 
eal ; T'S A LITTLE WINO, 
WAS S/O PETROV ... 


SALUMA! 


| WOULO HAVE PERISHED 
IF | HAON’T HEARO YOUR 
VOICE ... | GAVE THE TWO 
PRISONERS WATER, ANO A 


SELVES. YOU SEE, THEY'RE 
ESCAPEES FROM SULTAN 
IBNAICHA'S CAMP AS WELL. 
| BEAR THE SAME BRAND 
AS THEY OO... 


LOOK. THEY TEND NOT Ve me eee 

TO BRAND WOMEN ON j F =) NOTHING COULD \ 
THE FACE, SO AS NOT d ¥ Bie OAMAGE YOUR BEAU- 
TO OAMAGE THEM .... ‘ q 2 \ » TY, BELIEVE ME. 


THOSE ARE THE 
SWEETEST WORDS 
I'VE HEARD IN A 
LONG TIME ... 
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IS IT PRUDENT 
TO LOOK FOR 
THE ENTRANCE IN 
BROAD DAYLIGHT? 
IF WE WERE 
FOLLOWED ... 


GAAAAH! IT FEELS LIKE 
WE'VE BEEN BURIED FOR 
TWO WHOLE O— 
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WE HAVE NO TIME TO : 
LOSE. THE MORE QUICKLY WE 
COMPLETE THE REINCARNATION / © 
CEREMONY, THE SOONER WE | 
WILL BE SAFE — ONCE J 
ANO FOR ALL. 


COULO IT BE 
THE YOUNG VOICE OF 
REASON CALLING US? 


FRIENDS. WE F ‘ -WAST- 
CAN BE ON OUR I'M READY, : ‘ ING. LET'S GO! 
WAY, PETROV. ALL ' 
15 WELL. 


DON'T WORRY, ANIEL. BESIDES, ALL I NEED IS 
WITH WHAT | GAVE YOU A SINGLE DROP OF YOUR 
TO ORINK, YOU WON'T x BLOOD TO DETERMINE 

FEEL ATHING. avi iy b) EXACTLY WHEN YOUR GRAND- 
FATHER WILL RETURN TO 
YOUR BODY AND BECOME 

ONE WITH YOU 4 
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CAN YOU BELIEVE IT, MY 


SON?! THEY INCREASED \ 
\THE TAXES AGAIN! IF THIS [. 


GOES ON, TRADERS WILL 
START AVOIDING BAG 
> DAH ALTOGETHER! 

a 
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IMPRESSIVE 
SIGHT, ISN'T 
IT?! 


BEFORE PASSING PEACE- 
FULLY, YOUR HUSBAND GAVE 
ME THIS FOR YOU. HE SAID f i HTS. 
YOU'D KNOW WHAT TO 00 K = YOU, STRANGER. 
WITH THIS ELIXIR. 4 Ta lcn bs ony ~ THANK YOU... 


FORGIVE ME if a «. SOMEONE MUST HAVE LIED TO 
FOR ASKING THIS (jai f i YOU, STRANGER. THE RED MAGES 
QUESTION AT aS \ (C4 ARE A LEGEND — ANO IF THEY WEREN'T 
SUCH A PAINFUL " 1.98 ALWAYS, THEN THEY VANISHED A LONG 
TIME, BUT ... OO oni P TIME AGO. | BEG YOUR FORGIVENESS 


YOU KNOW WHERE 7. Niles NOW, BUT I NEED TO REST. 
4] ICOULO FIND A fee) : 


RED MAGE IN 
THE CITY? 


THAT WOMAN EITHER DOESN'T 
WANT TO — OR DOESN'T 


Veal WHY coN'T You Go 

ANO EXPLORE THE 
CITY? ILL STAY WITH 
THE MERCHANT'S 
WIOOW. PERHAPS SHE 
WILL SPEAK MORE 
PREELY IN) HER OWN) 

11'S SUST YOU ANO ME, ] LANGUAGE, AND 

OLO WOMAN. WAS AWAY Ji WOMAN TO WOMAN 

FROM BAG DADH FOR A _ 

VERY LONG TIME, AND 

| NEED YOU TO TELL 

Me WHY YOU LIED TO 

THE STRANGER .. 


- | 
i Pealiewe i 
If) THE CELLAR, 


COME ANDO SEE, 

LEHLA — SEE AND 

SMELL ALL THE SCENTS | 
OF OUR FAIR ORIENT! 
A. 


WHAT 00 WE zie 
DO NOW? .. at we LISTEN FOR MERCHANTS 


WHO MIGHT SPEAK OUR 


ee 
ag 
1HOPE YOU'RE NOT \ FRA ray ABOVE ALL, CONT 
WRONG ABOUT THE RUM/ ‘ . iP , BREATHE A WORO 
ALAO! «17'S TRUE THAT THIS Bed : OF THIS TO THE ALM. 
I war 16 THIS? THORGAL WAS GOOD TO THE REO MAGES 
IT SMELLS. MY HUSBAND. IF YOU'RE : \ WILL DECIDE. 


REALLY SHAZADE'S 
OAUGHTER, ONE MAN > 
WILL BE ABLE TO TELL. 
I'LL SENO WORD 
TO HIM. 


FANTASTIC! 


ANOTHER ONE WHO'S 
NEVER HEARO OF THE 
REO MAGES! MAKES YOU LES 
WONDER IF THEY EVER THEY'RE 


EXISTED AT ALL! gece ave 
MTS WE'RE RUM! .. 
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THE YOUNG CAMEL 

ORIVER WAS SPYING 

ON YOU. I KNOW IT, J” VERY WELL. KEEP 
\ MISTRESS. THIS TO YOURSELF. | 


HEARO US? 


WE CAN'T AFFORD 
TO TAKE A CHANCE. 
IF HE DID, HE’S SO 
UTTERLY UNDER THAT 
NORTHERN GIRL'S 
CHARM THAT HE 
MIGHT TELL HER. 


| MUST TELL YOU, LEHLA. SPICES SMELL GOOD IN THE ORIENT, 
YOU ARE ... SO BEAUTIFUL, BUT A LADY'S BATH SMELLS EVEN 
~~ | WOULD LIKE TO—, BETTER. COME, LET ME INTRODUCE 

: z YOU TO THE JOYS OF MASSAGE. 
YOU'VE EARNEO IT AFTER ALL 
THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
THROUGH ... 


FIRST, LET'S HANOLE 
THAT ALAD. AFTER 
THAT, WE'LL 00 AS 
WE AGREED. 


we're GOING \W. 
TO LET THE GIRL 


REST, | THINK. . 


My 


YES, LORD. THEY'RE LOOKING \J 


ITWILL GIVE US A CHANCE TO GET YOUNG MAN! DONT |~ 4 
‘\ TO KNOW EACH OTHER BET- OUST STAND THERE. FOR ... REO MAGES, BUT | TOLD \ 
TER — AND MAYBE BECOME COME ANO HELP ME Y THEM THERE’S NO SUCH THING. } -¥ 


TAKE STOCK OF THE RY ®. | SWEAR THIS 1S WHAT | TOLO 
MERCHANDISE! a THEM, LORD. 
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LET THEM MASSAGE YOU. 
SURRENDER YOUR BODY TO 
THEIR EXPERT HANDS. IT TOOK 
THEM A LONG TIME TO LEARN 


MY PARENTS TAUGHT ME 
THAT ... | MUST WAIT. KEEP 
MYSELF READY FOR THE 
OAY WHEN | ... | WOULD MEET 
THE MAN I’D MARRY. IT’S 
SOLAN WHOM | WANT, 


TF-YOU HAVE AMOMENT, Ni} TELL HIM HOW TO SATISFY YOU. 
; DON'T FORGET THAT, SWEET 
'0 LIKE YOU TO MEET AN 
‘ LEHLA ... AND ENJOY 
OLD FRIEND ... THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
iy THE ORIENT. 


THORGAL! ) 
COME QUICKLY. WE |e | 
HAVE EXCELLENT 


ANWAR WAS THE GARDENER Vy l YESTERDAY HE WAS MINDING 
OF THE FORTRESS. LIKE MY rr HIS GOATS WHEN THE ARRIVAL 
HUSBAND, WHO SUPPLIED THE \ 5 OF A GROUP OF MEN ANO A 
it ; CHILO AT THE RUINS INTRIGUED 
HIM. HE WENT TO HAVE A 
CLOSER LOOK ... AND SAW 
THE GROUP ENTER THE 
FORTRESS THROUGH 
\A SECRET PASSAGE. 


THAT'S GREAT! YES, TONIGHT! | I'M SOMEWHAT SURPRISED BY ONLY THE WEAK OF 
CAN HE TAKE Y THAT'S THE YOUR ENTHUSIASM. | THOUGHT MINO NEVER THINK. 
US THERE AND G7 EXCELLENT i] YOU'D RATHER THAT KAHANIEL - OUR TIME TOGETHER 
SHOW US THIS JR <y \ WAS REBORN INMY SON SO HE FF HAS CONVINCED 
PASSAGE? Nak . COULD SAVE BAG DADH ... YET | ME OF YOUR... 
: | ] + 4 NOW YOU'RE DOING EVERYTHING 1 INTEGRITY. 
= z 2% YOU CAN TO HELP ME KEEP rs Q 
\__ IT FROM HAPPENING? 


| HAO SOME 
MULES PREPARED. 
ANWAR WILL 
GUIDE YOU. 


I'LL BE HONEST, THOUGH. : 
| HAVEN’T GIVEN UP ON CONVINCING \o 
YOU TO STAY WITH US, YOU ANDO 
YOUR SON. IF ONLY LONG ENOUGH 
TO SEE WHAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO 00 FOR US BEFORE 
LEAVING. HMMP ... 


7 BY ORDER OF THE 
CALIPH, STOF, STRANGERS. 
| HAVE ORDERS TO 
TAKE YOU TO BE 
QUESTIONED. 


ANWAR! WE'LL TRY TO GO 
THROUGH THIS CRACK. SORRY, 
PETROV ... ANIEL IS IN OANGER 

ANO | OON’T HAVE TIME TO 

WASTE FOLLOWING THOSE, 
SOLDIERS. 


ARE YOU JOKING?! \ 

I'M FINALLY GOING 

TO EARN WHAT YOU 
PAY Me! 


THEY LOOK LIKE, 
SOLDIERS. 


THAT'S THE WASIR’S 
GUARD, S/O! THORGAL. 
WHAT 00 THEY — 


LET US PASS, SOLDIER, 
ANO | PROMISE | WILL 
SURRENOER MYSELF 
TOMORROW. FOR NOW, 
THOUGH, | CAN'T REALLY 
FOLLOW YOU ... 


YOU DARE 
GIVE ME ORDERS, 
YOU RUMI 

006?! 
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WE'RE DOWN TO 


ONE MULE. HOW ARE 


WE GOING TO GET 
BACK? 


BY THE HEAVENS! 
THAT ROCK SLIDE 
WAS THE WORK 
OF A DSI-HIN! HE} 
PROTECTED US FROM 
THE SOLDIERS! 


NEVER MINO. NO TIME TO 


LOSE. YOU ANDO ANWAR TAKE 


THE MULE TO THE PASSAGE 
ENTRANCE. I'LL GET THERE AS 
SWIFTLY AS MY LEGS WILL_ 
CARRY ME. 


Hy THEY MADE IT. THE 
ROCK SLIDE SERVED 
ITS PURPOSE. THOSE 
STUPID GUARDS 
NEARLY RUINED 
EVERYTHING ... 


IT'S AN OLD AIR SHAFT THE 
MAGES ONCE USED AS A SE- 
CRET EXIT. THERE'S A TUNNEL 
AT THE BOTTOM THAT WILL TAKE 
YOU INTO THE HEART OF 
THE FORTRESS. & 


RETURN TO US, KAHANIEL! 
ae ue ‘ate vite ay i 
HIS BOOY ANDO MIND, | COME BACK! 
AN OFFERING! A NEW REIGN 
AWAITS YOU... 


STOP! HE CAN'T 
SWIM! He's GOING 


FEAR NOT, THORGAL. DON’T 
YOU KNOW THAT MY DESTINY 
MUST COME TO PASS? YOU WILL 
ALWAYS BE MY FATHER. EVEN 
IF I'M NO LONGER ENTIRELY 

YOUR SON ... 
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